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Dear Friends of Trinity,

It seems that the time has come for me
to write my last Seed & Harvest article. I
seem to recall having done this before,
some 18 years ago, when I stepped down
as Dean and President. I can’t for the
life of me remember what I wrote back
then, but then my memory has not
improved of late and there is much I
cannot recall. This much I do know: I
was happy to hand the steering wheel to
Bishop Frey then, and I am happy to
hand the steering wheel to the Rev. Dr.
Justyn Terry now. We were in great

shape then, and I believe we are in great shape now. (See the booklet I have written
on “The Excellencies of Trinity.”) The next Dean and President was a blessing then,
and the next Dean and President will surely be a blessing now. It seems that as
things change, God’s faithfulness does not change, and His hand remains on us as
we seek to do His will.

As I leave to return to the back bench of the Board, the one thing I would like to
stress is that the task and role of Trinity remains crucial for the present, developing
orthodox Anglican movement, whether it is found within The Episcopal Church or
outside of it in the Common Cause Partnership or beyond. There is a growing excite-
ment about evangelical Anglicanism throughout the land. We, at Trinity, are opening
our arms wide to embrace this movement. We are doing all we can to be flexible
enough to do so. This coming year we will be more active in recruitment and we 
certainly ask your help. By all means spot people and urge them to come visit us at
Trinity. To see us first hand is to love us. In addition, we will be ever more vigorous
in seeking financial partners.

Above all, we want all of you to be vigilant in prayer. Prayer for Trinity is doubly
important, for without God’s blessing nothing of real spiritual significance can be
accomplished. It is also important because seminaries are a prime target of attack. 
If the Devil can corrupt a seminary, the results of that corruption in the life of the
Church are enormous. If the “evil One” can side-track people from the best place 
to study and direct them to a less appropriate place, then that is a victory as well.
Therefore, Pray. Someone once said, “Prayer is not the preparation for the battle; it 
is the Battle.” There is a good deal of truth in that.

This year has been a blessing to me, as you have been a blessing to Trinity. I shall
miss coming to work greatly. However, since I live nearby, if you come to visit
Trinity, let me know. We can meet on campus. I hope to see many of you in the days
ahead.

Warmly in Christ Jesus,

The Rev. Dr. Justyn Terry, left,
Trinity’s next Dean and
President, is introduced at
Baccalaureate, May 16, St.
Stephen’s Church, Sewickley.
Students Jon Parker and
Hannah Mudge, far left, and
Interim Dean/President John
Rodgers and Academic Dean
Grant LeMarquand, right.

Photo by Peter Frank
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From the Interim Dean and President...

Something’s funny:  John Rodgers, Rod Whitacre
and Justyn Terry cracking up at Commencement



It is a great privilege and joy to be called as the sixth Dean and President of Trinity
School for Ministry. Ever since I first discovered Trinity three and a half years ago
when I came here for study leave, I have felt that it is a really unique and remark-
able place. Where else do you find such a potent combination of missionary zeal,
biblical scholarship and commitment to living out this most holy faith in a lost and
lonely world? 

It is also a great privilege to be able to follow on from such a strong legacy of lead-
ership from the previous Dean/Presidents: Bishop Alf Stanway, Bishop John
Rodgers, Bishop Bill Frey, Dr. Peter Moore and Dr. Paul Zahl. I count it a great
honor to be taking up the baton from them. Each one has shaped the School and
enabled it to offer the richness that can appeal to those of Anglo-Catholic, conserva-
tive evangelical and charismatic evangelical backgrounds. It is important to me that
we lose none of this variety while keeping our focus on promoting evangelical
Anglicanism in every way we can.

Trinity was formed in order to restore an evangelical witness in The Episcopal
Church. It might not have worked out in the way the founders of the School antici-
pated, but it is surely working out in terms of making possible a continuing and
growing gospel witness in the Anglican tradition both inside and outside The
Episcopal Church, in the United States and abroad. Trinity has also developed an
international reach that enables us to train Christian leaders and educators for the 
Global South, where the church is enjoying tremendous growth. This is all very 
strategic for the future.

It will take awhile to adjust to my new position. I will be sorry to do less teaching, but I do look forward to the
chance to connect with alumni and churches around the country and to have the chance to preach and teach
more widely. The visits to churches that I have already made have been very special times and the opportunity
to do more of these is something that I relish.

What has been a very great joy over the last few weeks has been to see how pleased people have been with the
announcement of my appointment. I will remember for a long time how enthusiastically the news was greet-
ed by the board, the faculty, the staff, and the congregations of students and supporters at the baccalaureate
and graduation services. It has also been a great encouragement to hear from so many alumni.

Cathy and I feel greatly loved and honored by this remarkable community of disciples of Jesus Christ that has
gathered here at Trinity and dispersed around the world. We now ask your prayers for us and for the School at
this time of transition, that God would grant us the wisdom and strength to fulfill the important work to
which he has called us.
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To our readers: You may notice that Seed&Harvest looks a little different this month. At the beginning of
this new chapter in the School’s life, we decided to go back to Trinity’s original school colors: blue and
gold. We figure they work just as well in the 21st century as they did in the 1970’s! Our return to Trinity’s
original “look” reiterates that we remain committed to what Trinity has always stood for: preparation for
missional, evangelical, gospel ministry in the context of a traditional, Anglican seminary education.

Cathy and Justyn Terry are introduced and
warmly welcomed at the commencement

ceremony at Trinity Cathedral on May 17.

Greatly Loved and Honored
by Justyn Terry
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Sharing more than dinner
A few weeks ago on a sunny Friday evening as I
was leaving campus, I saw a small group of fami-
lies seated at the picnic tables in front of the
Family Focus Center. I walked over to chat. The
three families were enjoying the beautiful weather
with dinner together. The adults were talking and
holding babies, while the older children scram-
bled around the playground and chased a rabbit
that ran across the grass. I noted that the three
families were all first year students and they
shared with me that they had committed to get
together as families once a month to talk and pray.

It was not until I was leaving that a unique feature
of this group struck me. The student in one fami-

ly is a postulant with a diocese in The Episcopal
Church. The student in another family is with the
Anglican Mission in America (AMiA). The third
student and family are with the Convocation of
Anglicans in North America (CANA). I smiled. I
smiled because this is the future of the Anglican
Communion in North America. It is diverse. It is
a godly variety. And it should be. If we are to
remain, as the Apostle Paul says, “members of
one body,” it may well begin with seminarians
sharing dinner. 

Diversity, or variety?
We have all heard the word diversity. We hear the
word in the workplace with diversity training pro-
grams. We hear the word in our children’s school

One Body,
Many Members,
a Variety of Gifts

by Tina Lockett
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systems related to demographics for districts.
Some cities across the country host multi-cultural
and multi-ethnic activities where the word diversi-
ty pops up a lot. The word even enters into discus-
sions about the environment with biodiversity
being the now popular thing. Stockbrokers tell us
to diversify our investments. Politicians seek a
diversity of constituents. 

The dictionaries I consulted define “diversity” as
variety, as being unlike, differing from one anoth-
er, especially related to the inclusion of diverse
people in an organization. Related to that, the root
word “diverse” is defined as something that is
composed of distinct qualities. Thirteen years of
association with Trinity School for Ministry has
shown me that perhaps we, too, have a good
understanding of diversity. 

I will not deny that we lack diversity in race and,
at times, enough diversity in gender and in age.
We are doing what we can to increase this level of
diversity, but this is diversity in the eyes of the
world. Diversity is also defined as variety, and
what Trinity has today is variety in the eyes of
God. 

What does God say about variety?  “Now there are
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and 
there are varieties of services, but the same Lord;
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the
same God who activates all of them in everyone.
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for
the common good” (1 Corinthians 12:4-6).

Oh, the stories we could tell!
Through the years God has brought all types and
stripes of people to study at Trinity. The Rev. Mike
(1998) and Tina (2004) Wurschmidt left Denver

in the early 1990’s to come to Ambridge. While
still in school, they and a few other seminarians
went into the streets of the city of Pittsburgh offer-
ing blankets and prayer. The addicts and homeless
people asked about a worship service and over
time Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship was born. Now
15 years later, this fellowship has a shelter, serves
free meals, and is a church in the Diocese of
Pittsburgh, with Mike as the rector. In addition,
several more Trinity graduates are part of the lead-
ership for this ministry. To have a ministry among
the addicted, abused, and forgotten is not the gift
of everyone, but it is how God designed Mike and
Tina and their team. “A variety of gifts but the
same spirit.”

A few years ago, Trinity welcomed a student from
Florida. Marcia King took the campus with a
sweep of energy seen most prominently in the
way she invested in Ambridge. With the formation
of the Love Ambridge program she was able to
involve students with the community through vol-
unteering time and energy to projects around
town. The Rev. Marcia King graduated in 2004
and she and her husband, John, shoved off for
what they believed to be a quiet little job at a
church along the Gulf Coast in Mississippi.  One
year later, Hurricane Katrina hit. Marcia’s
strengths as a motivator and activist were put on

For just as 
the body is one 
and has many

members...
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the front line as she organized relief efforts, com-
forted parishioners, and hosted church work
crews (including a group of Trinity students).  “A
variety of services but the same Lord.”

Several months ago I attended the AMiA annual
conference and connected with a number of
Trinity alumni. One of those is the Rev. Matt

Burnett (2002) and his wife, Lauren. Matt was a
classmate of mine and had a calming pastoral
presence even as a seminarian. While I had confi-
dence he would be a great pastor, he did not give
me the impression of a guns blazing church
planter. But a church planter he is today! Leaving
The Episcopal Church, Matt and a small team
have built a new, thriving congregation. God pro-
vides a multitude of gifts. Matt was certainly not
the only Trinity alum I saw at this conference who
became a church planter not because it was neces-
sarily his initial calling and inclination, but
because that is what God needed. The list of
Trinity grads who thought they would be estab-
lished church pastors – but God turned them into
church planters – is growing daily. 

On what some would call the other side of the
coin, a few weeks ago I received a telephone call
from the Rev. Kent Walley (1999). Kent is rector of

an Episcopal church in New Jersey. His congrega-
tion has been moving ahead step by step to the
point that Kent was ready to call his first assistant
rector – and of course he wanted a Trinity gradu-
ate. Kent says with confidence that this is where
God has him and this is the work God is doing
through him. God did not used Kent to plant a
new church, but certainly Kent was used to re-
start a garden in the Garden State.

That same re-start diversity is in the Rev. Duke
Vipperman. Duke completed his MDiv with
Trinity in 1983 and served churches in Toronto in
the Anglican Church of Canada. Several years ago
he was given the opportunity to lead a re-start of a
dying church. This may not have been what Duke
felt during seminary that God would lead him to
do, but God led and Duke went. In 2007 Duke
completed his DMin at Trinity and through these
studies was able to process with others the work
he had done in his parish, thus passing on the 

...and all the
members of 

the body, though
many, are one

body...
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gifts and skills to his peers. “Varieties of activities,
but it is the same God who activates all of them in
everyone.”

I could go on all day with stories of how God has
brought people to Trinity with a variety of gifts,
talents, strengths, and yes, weaknesses. And none
of these are wasted in God’s economy. Bankers,
lawyers, house painters and high school teachers
have all come to seminary, contributing their
unique perspective to the classroom and now con-
tributing to the wider church. And not simply to
their own congregations. Our alumni serve as
staff or board members of Anglican Frontiers
Mission, Uganda Partners, South American
Missionary Society, New Wineskins, Rock the
World, Anglicans for Life, Anglican Communion
Network, American Anglican Council, Frontiers,
InterVarsity, Operation Mobilization, Global
Teams, Lausanne Consultation on Jewish
Evangelism, Ethne Mission, PRISM, Gateway
Mission Training Center, Young Life, and their
alma mater, Trinity School for Ministry.  

All in all, Trinity has over 900 alumni from 30
class years serving in 24 countries and 41
American states. Certainly not all of them are tra-
ditional church pastors. I could tell more stories
of those serving as chaplains in hospitals, colleges,
schools and the military. And stories of those who
design teaching resources in print, through com-
puter software and whatever means they can to
pass on the gospel.  (You can read of another
example on the pages 12-13.)  I spoke of alumni
planting churches in the United States, but there
are alumni planting churches overseas in coun-
tries I cannot name in print.  Truly we are a
diverse body of alumni, but we are one body in
Christ.

The Class of 2008
The graduating class of 2008 includes more of
this variety of gifts going to a variety of locations.
Two of our graduates have new jobs in Egypt
appointed by Archbishop Mouneer Anis. Neither

of these two had Egypt on their minds when they
arrived at Trinity three years ago. Another gradu-
ate came from Memphis, but God appears to be
calling her and her husband to New York. Some
will return home to Colorado, Central Florida,
Springfield or Rio Grande to begin the challenges
God has in store. I hope I get to hear their stories.
In the meantime, I have every confidence that
God will weave our stories together. Whatever
banners we individually carry, be it Uganda,
Kenya, AMiA, CANA, the Southern Cone, TEC, or
even the banners of our sometimes forgotten
alumni – the banner of the Presbyterians,

Christian Missionary Alliance, and others who
have found a home with Trinity – I know God has
a story to tell and we are the messengers. We will
use a variety of gifts, skills, and directions to deliv-
er that message, but God will use us who remain
in his body to carry the banner of Christ as our
highest banner. 

As for that small group at the beginning of my
story – Craig and Missy, Jon and Amelia, Fred and
Cathi – we will be waiting to hear the variety of
ways God works through you for the building of
his kingdom. 

The Rev. Tina Lockett (MDiv 2001) is
Director of Admissions and Dean of
Students at Trinity. She’s also a DMin
student. She and her dog Max live in
Ambridge.

...so it is
with Christ.
1 Corinthians 12:12
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DOCTOR OF MINISTRY 
Michael P. Branscombe

John Paul Chaney
Dallam Goss Ferneyhough

Shirley Jean Kilpatrick
Samuel Opol

MASTER OF DIVINITY
Florence Kay Houghton Anders

Charles Bryant Anker
Richard Bates

Sheryl Leonard Black
David O’Neal Browder 

Aaron Edward Carpenter
Geraldine D. Clemmons

Scott Colburn
John Charles Corbett

Michael David Scott Demmon
William Forbes Driscoll

Mathew Charles Fenlon*
Mark Enoksen Hall

David A. Hendrickson
Robert Wendell Hudson

Deborah Ruth Leighton †
Jonathan Andrew Linebaugh †

John Mason Lock †
Matthew Wright McCormick

Michael J. McDonald
Edward Jerome Milligan

Kristian Kinol Opat
Keith Allen Pozzuto

Betsy L. Rumer
Drew Wayne Schmotzer

Graham Edwin Schuyler
Shawn William Smith

Scott Lyle Taylor
Jonathan Kok Meng Wong †

Donna L. Yanosy
Aaron Michael Gonzalez Zimmerman *

MASTER OF ARTS IN RELIGION 
Emmanuel Olusegun Akinola *

David Alleman †
Shady M. Anis †*

Deborah Ann McKeon
John Lewis Richards

MASTER OF ARTS 
IN MISSION AND EVANGELISM 

Susan H. Milligan *

DIPLOMA IN ANGLICAN STUDIES
Ken Deeks

John Kevin Maney
James C. Shevlin

DIPLOMA IN CHRISTIAN MINISTRY
Byard Q. Clemmons
Helen April Morris

Louise Weiss

CERTIFICATE OF WORK ACCOMPLISHED
Elias Chakupewa

† With research honors

* Graduation requirements not yet completed 
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Class of 2008

Bill Driscoll, Senior
Class President,

speaking at
Commencement
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1 2

3

4
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6

7

8

1 Grant LeMarquand preaches at
Baccalaureate.  2 Leander Harding cele-
brates the Eucharist at Baccalaureate,
with Mark Stevenson.  3 John Rodgers
and Grant LeMarquand pray for Steve
Smith (center) after presenting Steve
with a copy of the new issue of the
Trinity Journal for Theology &
Ministry, published in his honor.  
4 The Baccalaureate Recessional at St.
Stephen’s Church.  5 Deb Leighton,
Jono Linebaugh and others with their
hoods walk through the cathedral court-
yard to start the processional.  6 The
Commencement Processional.  7 Fathers
and sons, left to right: Shady and
Archbishop Mouneer Anis; Archbishop
Peter and Emmanuel Akinola; Bishop
Alex Dickson (ret.) and Graham
Schuyler.  8 Archbishop Peter Akinola,
Commencement speaker.

Baccalaureate, May 16, St. Stephen’s ~ Commencement, May 17, Trinity Cathedral

Photos by Peter Frank
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Some years ago I heard that famous Anglican,
Puritan, English Canadian theologian, J.I. Packer
give a theological lecture on, of all things, Jazz
music. I was fascinated by Jim’s approach. First,
as a Jazz lover and as a drummer, I was glad that
someone of his stature and learning actually want-
ed to discuss Jazz seriously from a theological per-
spective. On the other hand, I wasn’t taken by
Jim’s conclusion. Let me explain (and Jim, if you
are reading this, I would love to hear your
thoughts).

Dr. Packer’s theological approach to Jazz was,
shall we say, “salvation-historical.” His scheme
was fairly straightforward:  Jazz has a story which
can be divided into two parts – pre-Fall and post-
Fall. Everything before Louis Armstrong (1901-

1971; aka, Satchmo or
Pops, the great New
Orleans trumpet player)
was, according to
Packer, “koinonia
music.” Packer is refer-
ring here to Dixieland
Jazz, that form of
music which grew out
of the slave popula-
tions of the American
South, especially in
Louisiana. Dixieland
was a fusion of the

Blues, spirituals, and Ragtime played primarily on
military instruments – drums, horns and reeds.
Improvisation was, from the start, one of the hall-
marks of this music. That is, soloists improvise on
the theme of the song – they make it up on the fly.
Dixieland Jazz, it should be affirmed, is wonder-
fully egalitarian. There is no “front man” in
Dixieland; soloists take it in turn to improvise, no
one person playing a central role in the band. No
one person, that is, until Louis Armstrong. With
Armstrong, said Packer, came the Fall from grace,
the loss of koinonia (i.e. “sharing,” “fellowship”).

After Armstrong, Jazz is in a state of fallen-ness,
with competition and individualism taking the
place of true solidarity and companionship. 

From the start, I was worried about Packer’s the-
sis. I am in favor of koinonia. On the other hand,
I am aware that not every member of the body has
the same gift (see 1 Corinthians 12) and that there
are times when God endows certain individuals
(Louis Armstrong? Jim Packer?) with extraordi-
nary talent which should be honored and even
showcased. I suspected that something else was
afoot with Packer’s dislike of post-Armstrong Jazz.
For one thing Jim is a clarinet player and I’m a
drummer. Now drummers sometimes get to do
solos, but not often. In Dixieland, the drums sim-
ply support the other folks (hence the old joke: Q:
“What do you call someone who hangs out with
musicians?” A: “A drummer”).  Drummers have
always been the support behind the soloists, so
they were never really a part of this egalitarian
“koinonia” music the way horns and reeds were.
And second, Big Band Jazz, Be-bop, Cool Jazz – let
alone Fusion and Free Jazz – are a little (or a lot)
more dissonant than Dixieland. In a fallen world,
post-Armstrong Jazz expresses much more of the
tension and angst of suffering and pain than the
up-beat, toe-tapping, happy Jazz of Dixieland. In
short, I think that Jim just didn’t like the more
modern stuff. And I worry that his dislike stems
from a suspect theological source: “experience.”
He experienced koinonia playing clarinet in a
Dixieland band.

Truth is, Jazz music has always had theological
and spiritual dimensions. There is a host of exam-
ples of this close relationship. Jazz has its roots in
the slave experience of crying to God for freedom.
Jazz has strong ties to gospel music and black
church traditions. Jazz musicians have often seen
their music as a form of prayer (see John
Coltrane’s “A Love Supreme” and “Psalm,” for
example). Duke Ellington wrote and performed

From the Academic Dean...

Jazz Theology   by Grant LeMarquand

Grant LeMarquand on the drums

with the Trinity Jazz Band
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numerous “sacred concerts.” Dave Brubeck, the
“Progressive Jazz” octogenarian pianist whose
music toyed with key signatures – a devout
Roman Catholic whose Mass “To Hope – A
Celebration” has been performed for the Pope –
was recently awarded a Doctorate in Sacred
Theology by the University of Fribourg in
Switzerland.

How is it that Jazz and theology connect at so
many points and in so many ways? Carl Ellis, lec-
turer in Practical Theology at Westminster
Theological Seminary and author of Free at Last?:
The Gospel in the African-American Experience, says
this:

God is not just classical. God is jazz. Not only does 
he have an eternal and unchanging purpose, but he 
is intimately involved with the difficulties of spar-
rows and slaves. Within the dynamic of his eternal 

will, he improvises. God’s providential jazz liberates 
slaves and weeps over cities. Jazz can be robustly 
exultant or blue; God has been triumphant and 
also sad. Jazz portrays the diversity, freedom and 
eternal freshness of God.

In his infinite goodness and grace, God improvis-
es, responds, syncopates, introduces and resolves
dissonance. Within all the messiness of the creat-
ed and fallen world, God calls us to celebrate and
mourn and play Jazz – even when the sound may
be quite blue, not always be comfortable, and may
yearn for something more complete.

P.S. For a very different “Christian” view of Jazz,
one that both J.I. Packer and I would find it diffi-
cult to defend, see “Jazz” distributed by Way of
Life Literature, 2001, at this web site address:
<www.wayoflife.org/fbns/jazz.htm>. 

Trinity Travel Study 2009

Our Anglican Heritage
Church History in England ~ January 3-10, 2009

Lecturer: The Rev. Dr. Leslie P. Fairfield

The Life of St. Augustine
Libya, Tunisia, Algeria ~ March 13-22, 2009 (Reading Week)

Lecturer: The Rev. Dr. Leslie P. Fairfield

From Abraham to Jesus
Israel ~ May 30 - June 12, 2009

Lecturer: Dr. Don Collett

Join Trinity faculty
on one of these

2009 Travel Study programs!

For a trip brochure, please visit http://www.tesm.edu/learning/travel 
or contact the Extension Ministries Office at 724-266-3838.
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Trinity Alumni Association

God’s Call in God’s Time
by Terry Webb

Listening to God
While I attended classes at Trinity, held in the old
supermarket building and the basement of the
Church building across the street, I listened when
Dean John Rodgers taught – or sang – about the
doctrine of God.  When the old box factory caught
on fire, John prayed that the wind would blow the
opposite direction and God listened.  John listened
to God when he helped to begin AMiA, the
Stanway Institute, and helped draw up the Con-
cordat between the Lutherans and Episcopalians.
So I listened with respect when John said he
wished more retirees would spend their retire-
ment years in mission or ministry. And I contin-
ued to listen for my specific call.

I’d grown up knowing about “calls.” With a clergy
father, grandfather, a great grandfather and an
assortment of clergy great uncles and cousins, I
had known that “a call” could send our family
packing and moving to another town.  I knew God
was trying to get my attention when the words
from the chorus, “I the Lord of Sea and Sky,” and 
passages of Scripture such as Micah 6:6-8 and 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 leapt off pages of my Bible
and entered my heart.  I didn’t know where God
would send me but I told John Rodgers and my
discernment committee members that wherever
God wanted me, I knew it would be in some kind
of servanthood leadership role.

Since I’d been actively involved in leadership in
the Diocese of Pittsburgh as chair of the Hunger
Committee and the Peace Commission, my social
activist friends couldn’t understand why I was
attending Trinity – a non-accredited seminary at
the time.  But I stayed and studied while doggedly
exploring what I thought was a diaconate call. But
God had another idea that took seven years to
unfold.  God molded and reshaped me, one

adventure leading to another. Doors closed and
opened.  Meanwhile, I trained as a Pastoral
Counselor and hospital chaplain and became a
companion to the Community of Celebration,
which has since become my spiritual home away
from home. After I graduated from Trinity, I took
a job as a street addictions counselor, visiting shel-
ters and walking the streets of Pittsburgh’s North
Side, making friends with homeless addicts – all
in preparation of what was yet to come.

Molded by God
Finally, in 1991, the Holy Spirit must have thought
I was ready because I received a flyer in the mail
to join a group from California to travel to the for-
mer Soviet Union and help plant 12-step groups. I
really didn’t want to go on another trip to the for-
mer Soviet Union. I had just been there two years
earlier, so I asked God to please provide the fund-
ing if He wanted me to go. Within a week, I
received two writing contracts for just the right
amount I needed for the trip.  And just to confirm
that indeed I could call myself a published author,
one of the contracts came from Crossroads to 
publish Tree of Renewed Life, a book about the
Church and the 12-Step Program. God answered
my request in a big way – and I was launched on
my publishing career.

Louie Series Characters
Just as my years at Trinity have molded and
reshaped me, I molded and shaped the characters
in my four volume Louie series* so that youth
leaders and clergy could guide and reshape youth
who have experienced similar loss and disappoint-
ments experienced by my fictional characters.  

The idea for the book series began the summer
my father died.  In order to capture my fleeting
childhood memories with him in Maine during
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Fr. Edward Rix, Interim Rector of All Saints
Church in Wynnewood, PA and Vice President 
of the Prayer Book Society of America, spent 
some time on Trinity’s campus this past Spring 
to furnish altar books to all Trinity graduating 
seniors headed for ordination.  The altar books
were a gift from the Prayer Book Society to all 
postulants from Trinity and Nashotah House.

Prayer Book Society Gives 
Altar Books to Graduating Seniors

Fr. Eddie Rix

Senior MDiv students (l to r) Aaron Zimmerman, John Lock, Deb Leighton and Bill Driscoll receive altar books

his six-week summer vacations, I visited our for-
mer summer cottage where I had spent so many
happy hours hunting for hermit crabs in tide
pools and climbing rocks. Our cottage was a short
walk from All Saints By the Sea summer chapel
where my father preached on Sundays. On the
beach nearby I had spent many happy hours help-
ing my Dad caulk and load ballast into the keel of
our wooden Friendship sloop. When I returned as
an adult, the familiar rocks I’d climbed and places
I had known so well as a child seemed smaller but
my memories larger. 

I recalled that on foggy days, I fell asleep listening
to the Burnt Island foghorn’s mournful sound and
dreamt of living on an island and being a light-
house keeper. Therefore, the lighthouse theme – a
symbol of Christian hope – became the theme for
the book series.  I didn’t start out to write a series
but that’s what happened as my characters dealt
with trauma and loss in each season of the light-
house keeper’s life. Some of my summer adven-
tures became chapters in the first book, Manning
the Light.  

Some of the adults I had known also became the
basis for several of the fictional characters. A sum-
mer visiting pastor, Rev. Hornblower, emerged as
a central character in the series. I gave him the
first name Sam, which was also the first name of

my clergy great grandfather, Rev. Benedict, wh0
visited and comforted both Confederate and
Union men and boys wounded during the Civil
War battles in Georgia. The character Sam
Hornblower, like my great grandfather Sam
Benedict, provides spiritual guidance and a heal-
ing presence for wounded boys.  

So I continue to try to follow Dean Rodgers’ wise
advice and example and do not intend to give up
serving and writing even when I am well past
retirement age. My plan did not include becoming
a published author or roaming the world doing
addiction training and starting 12-step groups
when I arrived at Trinity in 1983, but both were in
God’s plan. I just needed to listen in order to hear
my call.

Dr. Terry Webb (LS 1985) is a former 
elementary school teacher and is now a 
family and marriage counselor. She was also
actively involved in the founding and ongo-

ing work of GOAL (Global Outreach for Addiction
Leadership) in the former Soviet Union and also in Africa.

*Weathering the Storms, Manning the Light, Mystery and
Mishap, and Leaving the Lighthouse – a series of books
for 10-13 year old children – “teach American history,
help mold character and instill family values” (taken
from Terry’s web site:  www.authorterrywebb.com).
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Thomas Cranmer Society
of Trinity School for Ministry

g{x

In our daily worship and prayer at Trinity, we are
reminded of the great contributions of that heroic
defender of reformed Christianity, Thomas
Cranmer (1489-1556). As the Church of England’s
first Protestant Archbishop of Canterbury, one of
his greatest contributions to the Reformation was
the Book of Common Prayer. Archbishop Cranmer
may well be the most influential figure in the his-
tory of the English Church.

The Thomas Cranmer Society of Trinity School for
Ministry was established in 2003 to honor those
who have made permanent contributions to the
advancement of the Kingdom of God by making
planned gifts to Trinity. One hundred fourteen

members have gifted or have planned gifts con-
sisting of an IRA, life insurance, charitable
remainder or lead trusts, charitable gift annuities
and real estate. Membership in this society enti-
tles you to invitations to selected seminary events,
mailings of special articles and publications, peri-
odic estate and tax law updates as well as the satis-
faction of knowing that your legacy will continue
as the School educates, prepares, and inspires
future generations of leaders for Christ.

For information regarding the Cranmer Society
please contact Leslie Deily, Director of
Development, at 1-800-874-8754 or
ldeily@tesm.edu.

During the 2007-2008 fiscal year, we experienced a major increase in new donors to
Trinity.  As of the end of May, 193 new donors gifted $91,000 to the School.

If you know of someone who might be interested in making a gift of any size to Trinity
but who needs to know more about the School, we would be happy to send them an
informational packet.  Contact the Development Office and we’ll mail the packet out
right away.  We’d be glad to speak to them on the phone or welcome them to campus
for a visit, too.
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$.6 million
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Total as of
05/31/08:

$1,825,904

2007-2008

$.3 million

Annual Fund Thermometer Almighty and compassion-
ate Father, may Jesus’ 

passion of helping others be
my passion, so that others

may see your love and
grace through my life and
glorify you! In the name of

Jesus I pray. Amen.  

The total amount gifted to
the Annual Fund through
5/31/08 is $1,825,904. In

these turbulent times in the
church, as well as in the

economy, we thank God for
all of our faithful donors as
well as all of our renewed

donors who have respond-
ed to Dean Rodgers’ appeal
letter. Your gifts are essen-
tial to ensure that Trinity
will continue to reflect its
founding vision: to form
leaders committed to the
Lordship of Jesus Christ,
persons who plant, serve

and guide communities of
faith that advance God’s

mission in the world, as set
forth in Holy Scripture.

Future Trinity Events
Trinity will be hosting a number of events in the new fiscal year.  Watch for
additional details in upcoming issues.  If you would like to host an event in

your region please contact the Development Office at 1-800-874-8754.

Fall
Akron, Ohio

(CANA Conference)
Connecticut
San Antonio
Los Angeles

Houston
Chicago
Georgia

Winter
Ohio

Washington, DC
Denver
Raleigh

Tallahassee



We have many things for which to be thankful, including the
appointment of the Rev. Dr. Justyn Terry as our new Dean and
President; the graduation of the Class of 2008 who will be ministering
in the name of Christ in a world in desperate need of the gospel; and
our faithful donors, including almost 200 new donors this year, who
love the school and give of themselves to ensure its future.

Please continue to pray:

•  For rest, refreshment and traveling mercies over the summer months for faculty, staff and current students.

•  For our Fall enrollment – we have room for more students!

•  For financial provision.

•  For Bishop John Rodgers as he returns (once again!) to retirement.

•  For Justyn Terry as he assumes his new responsibilities.

Trinity School for Ministry
311 Eleventh Street • Ambridge, PA 15003 
phone: 724-266-3838 or 1-800-874-8754
fax: 724-266-4617 • www.tesm.edu

NONPROFIT
US POSTAGE PAID

Pittsburgh, PA
Permit No. 4123

Prayer
for Trinity

But we your people, the sheep of your pasture, will give thanks to you forever;
from generation to generation we will recount your praise.

Psalm 79:13


